WOMAN WHO IS WEAK BUT WISE

‘So large crowd followed Him and pressed around Him. And a woman was there who had
been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of
many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When
she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His cloak, because she
thought, “If I just touch His clothes, I will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped and
she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. At once Jesus realized that power
has gone out from Him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touch my clothes?’
“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, ‘and yet you can ask, ‘who
touched me?’ But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at His feet and, trembling with fear, told
Him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be
freed from your suffering.” (Mark 5:24-35)

The above story was a real event written in the Bible. What you have read had happened
and is repeatedly daily in various places. You may ask who is the woman who touched the
cloak of Jesus? We will describe her as:

1) Weak: Because she is a woman and lives in a society that puts limit and obstacles
on women. She has to be at the back and to take the secondary role in the society
although she fulfils lot of responsibilities.

2) Afflicted: She has a chronic illness. She has been bleeding for the past twelve
years, without remedy or a hope to be healed by any doctor.

3) Disgraceful: Her illness has caused her to be socially isolated. She is broken-
Hearted but she could not open her problem to the public or to someone.

4) Desperate: She has tried the doctor’s or human wisdom and has spent all her
money for treatment. Yet, instead of getting better she grew worse. She seems
like someone who has fallen into a deep pit that even if she is calling no one is
hearing and even if she is pleading no one is supporting.

All of the above descriptions of a woman we find similarities with our lives. Her ordeal is
similar to us and to many people. All of us are weak and we have limitations in the
community. We are encountering many obstacles around. Everyone of us have chronic
problem; burdened and disgraced by a certain sin that enslaves human. We are struggling
and striving to rely on human solutions. But, instead of getting better we grow worse and
we are described as desperate. People around look at us and sometimes try to help us, but
when they discover our big problem and difficult situation they tarry and do nothing. But,
there is someone who feels our pain. He listens to us and grants our needs according to His
riches, glory and power. He is the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of God says, ‘“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He
may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.’
(1 Peter 5:6-7) That woman in the Bible experienced the truth of the word of God. She
touched the cloak of Jesus and she received healing and she was delivered from her
disgrace because the bondage was broken by the power that came out from Jesus.

‘Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her
suffering.” (Mark 5:29)

As the woman secretly touches the cloak of Jesus in the midst of the crowd, her wise action
signifies the following:

A- Humbleness, brokenness and submission infront of God: This kind of attitude is
developed after long suffering and dreadful experience; when no benefit can be drawn from
any human and no where to run but to the merciful God. No one is ever compassionate like
the Lord Jesus. As King David said when he fell into sin: ‘I am in deep distress. Let me fall
into the hands of the Lord, for His mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the
hands of men.” (1 Chronicles21:13)

B- Absolute trust and faith in God: Whatever is the problem, the Lord can do great things
to anyone’s life. He can heal sicknesses and restore souls. If in our heart there is real faith
in Jesus, He saves us. The woman said in her heart: “If I just touch His clothes, I will be
healed’ and Jesus said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and free
from your suffering.” Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours.” (Mark 11:24)

The Lord Jesus is faithful to all. Everyone is precious to Him; He shows His love, mercy
and compassion by speaking to everyone with comforting words, counsel or rebuke. He is
the source of support in life, in desperation or in luxury. He works continouosly and
responds to everyone who calls on Him. “The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all
who call on Him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18) Whoever asks from Him receives from Him. He
gives answers and He satisfies every need.

Jesus is always among the crowd. He is near and He understands everyone whatever the
language, shape or race. He walks and looks upon all social categories: The few of the rich
and the numerous of the poor, the learned or those illiterate, sinners or righteous. His
grace is on them and He gives it equally. His love for all is the same. We all equally receive
teaching and instruction; and His discipline is not withheld from those who fall in sin. He
equally forgives those who confess and renounce their sins. His blood covers everyone who
believes in Him. Eternal life is given to those who receive Him as Lord and Saviour,
believing His death on the cross for our sins, His resurrection from the dead and ascension
to heaven with His promise to come again.

My dear and beloved: If today you are in the midst of a crowd and you are sick, tired and
you need help; remember that the eyes of the Lord are on you. He is near you and the
solution is in your hand. To save yourself from the deep pit that you are in, hold on to the
robe that can save you, the cloak of Jesus. Hold with hunmbleness and faith, and you will
receive mercy, rescue and power. Hold on like the woman who is weak but wise. Don’t be
like those who see the Lord but do not take decision. I invite you to come and touch the robe
of Jesus through prayer

My Prayer: ‘God in heaven, today I am coming to you. Please heal me and help me and
shield me in your love, mercy and life in eternity. In the Holy name of your Son Jesus |
pray, Amen.



